EVR 628- Intro to Environmental Data Science
Installing R and RStudio

Juan Carlos Villasenor-Derbez (JC)

@ TL;DR:

Use this link and use the blue buttons to install R and RStudio in your
laptop.

1. R AND RStudio?

Yes, you'll need to install two pieces of software because each does different
things. Think about R as the car’s engine, and R Studio as the car itself. R
takes care of the actual computations. R Studio is an “Integrated Development
Environment” (IDE) that allows us to interface with R, as well as to develop
projects, connect to external data bases, and visualize our products.

But I already have R and RStudio in my computer. Should
I still do it?

Yes. I'm glad to hear you already have them. Please make sure you install the
latest version of both. The class will flow better if everyone in the classroom
has the same versions of R and RStudio.

2. Installation instructions

There are two tabs below. One with instructions to install R and one for R
Studio. You can always click on an image to make it show in full screen mode.

2.1 Installing R

The first step is to install R on your laptop. It doesn’t matter if you are running
Windows, MacOS, or some Linux distro', but you will need to have admin
privileges. If you own your laptop, then you should have admin privileges.

Lf you are using Linux, I assume you know what you are doing and you'll be able to install
R using whatever package manager you prefer.


https://jcvdav.github.io/EVR_628/
https://posit.co/download/rstudio-desktop/

MacOS and Windows users:

1. Click on this link

2. Under the label “1: Install R” you will see a blue button that says “DOWN-
LOAD AND INSTALL R”. Click on it.

3. You'll be taken to a new page. At the top of the page you will see a box
with three links. Click the version link that matches your machine.

The Comprehensive R Archive Network

Download and Install R
Precompiled binary distributions of the base system and contributed packages, Windows and Mac users most likely want one of these versions of R:
« Download R for Linux (Debian, Fedora/Redhat, Ubuntu)

* Download R for macOS
* Download R for Windows

R is part of many Linux distributions, you should check with your Linux package management system in addition to the link above.

On MacOS

4. Determine which processor (chip) your laptop has by using the spotlight
search function (Cmd + Space bar) and type “About this mac”. The
screenshot below shows my desktop has the Apple M2 Ultra chip (Apple
silicon), while my laptop has an Intel processor.

Mac Studio

Chip Apple M2 Ultra
Memory 128 GB

Serial number MGQHFKWNMY
macOS Sequoia 15.6

More Info...

5. Click on the version of R that matches your processor. On my desktop I
clicked on R-4.5.1-arm64. pkg.
On Windows

4. You will be given four options (see figure). Click on the one that says
base


https://posit.co/download/rstudio-desktop/
https://cran.rstudio.com/

R for Windows

Subdirectories:
ase Binaries for base distribution. This is what you want to install R for the first time.
contrib Binaries of contributed CRAN packages (for R >= 4.0.x).
old contrib Binaries of contributed CRAN packages for outdated versions of R (for R <4.0.x).
Rtools Tools to build R and R packages. This is what you want to build your own packages on Windows, or to build R itself.

Please do not submit binaries to CRAN. Package developers might want to contact Uwe Ligges directly in case of questions / suggestions related to Windows binaries.

You may also want to read the R FAQ and R for Windows FAQ.

Note: CRAN does some checks on these binaries for viruses, but cannot give guarantees. Use the normal ions with downloaded bl

5. You will be taken to a new page. Click on the download link at
the top, which says “Download R-44.5.1 for Windows”. A file called
R-4.5.1-win.exe will download.

6. (Optional) You might be prompted to save it in a desired location. Place
it in your Downloads or Desktop folder, it doesn’t really matter.

7. Navigate to the folder where it was downloaded and double-click on it. If
you were not prompted to select a location, the file is likely under your
Downloads folder.

8. Follow the installation instructions (basically, click continue until you are
done). A screenshot of the installer on MacOS is below. The Windows
one will look similar.

# Install R 4.5.1 for macOS (ARM64)

Welcome to the R 4.5.1 for macOS (ARM64) Installer
This installer will guide you through the steps necessary to

Introduction setup R 4.5.1 (Great Square Root) for macOS 11 (Big Sur)
or higher on ARM-based Mac (M1 or higher).

Continue

9. You are done! Now proceed to installing R Studio

Linux users:

The above instructions also work because you can install precompiled binay
distributions. If you prefer to do it yourself, here are some resources depending
on your distro:

e Ubuntu instructions are here.

e Fedora, CentOS, and RHEL instructions are here
¢ Debian instructions are here

¢ Redhat instructions are here


https://cran.r-project.org/bin/linux/ubuntu/fullREADME.html
https://cran.r-project.org/bin/linux/fedora/
https://cran.r-project.org/bin/linux/debian/
https://cran.r-project.org/bin/linux/redhat/

2.2 Installing RStudio

1 Important

Do not attempt to install RStudio if you have not installed R!

1. Click on this link
2. Under the label “2: Install RStudio” you will se a blue button that says
“DOWNLOAD RSTUDIO DESKTOP FOR ..”. Click on it.

. A file will download.

4. (Optional) You might be prompted to save it in a desired location. Place
it in your Downloads or Desktop folder, it doesn’t really matter.

5. Navigate to the folder where it was downloaded and double-click on it. If
you were not prompted to select a location, the file is likely under your
Downloads folder.

w

On MacOS

6. A window will pop up. Drag and drop the RStudio Icon into the Applica-
tions folder.

B RStudio-2025.05.1-513

Applications RStudio

On Windows

6. Follow the installation instructions (basically, click continue until you are
done).

7. You are done!



https://posit.co/download/rstudio-desktop/

3. Testing installations

| Important

Do not attempt to test installations until you have installed R AND
RStudio! Go back up and make sure you’'ve gone through both sets of
instructions under sections 2.1 and 2.2.

1. Open RStudio.

1 Note

I said “Open RStudio” not “Open R”. The RStudio logo looks like this:

, while the R logo looks like this: . Use the first one.

2. You should see something like what’s shown on the screenshopt below.
Yours might look a bit different, but you should see three or four
main windows.

st

Fles Pots Packages Welp Viewsr  Presentaion —
>

4 URL helplibrary foture/htmbplan bl ot found

3. If you got here, you are ready to go. See you in class! If you see something
like the screenshot below, you opened R, not RStudio. Try again.



[ ] R Console

R version 4.5.1 (2025-06-13) -- "Great Square Root"
Copyright (C) 2025 The R Foundation for Statistical Computing
Platform: aarch64-apple-darwin20

R is free software and comes with ABSOLUTELY NO WARRANTY.

You are welcome to redistribute it under certain conditions.

Type 'license()' or 'licence()' for distribution details.
Natural language support but running in an English locale

R is a collaborative project with many contributors.

Type 'contributors()' for more information and

'citation()' on how to cite R or R packages in publications.

Type 'demo()' for some demos, 'help()' for on-line help, or

*help.start()' for an HTML browser interface to help.

Type 'qQ)’ to quit R.

[R.app GUI 1.82 (8536) aarch64-apple-darwin2o]

>

4. If you have not been able to install or confirm installation, come meet me
before class.
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